analyzed by historiography, the German occupation has remained one of the less-studied periods in Lithuanian history. 4 The war experience of ethnic Lithuanians who remained in Ober Ost during the German occupation (1915) (1916) (1917) (1918) will be the object of this article. In particular, I will focus on how war changed people's spatial coordinates and their perception of the self and otherness. As geographers and psychologists have pointed out, place is a fundamental expression of human identity and the result of a very complex web of relations and psychological phenomena.5 As far back as the 1970s, Canadian geographer Edward Relph pointed out the connection between place and identity. According to Relph, places are not only sets to human activities and particular meanings, but represent "fusions of human and natural order and are significant centres of our immediate experience of the world".6 In expressing place through seeing, the landscape loses its purely aesthetic function and becomes the existential expression of human experience, intentions and behaviour spatially. Human relations, therefore, become a fundamental part of place in expressing and influencing interaction. The degree of identity between individuals and space is expressed, according to Relph, by the degree of 'insideness' people feel to a particular place. In the case of group identities, such as national identity, 'insideness' expresses the encounter between discursive identity and its spatial facet. The emergence and the consolidation of identity with a place are to be understood as functions of strengthening insideness.
In this paper I argue that the war and the German occupation provoked an insideness-losing process among Ober Ost Lithuanians. In turn, the insidenesslosing process expressed the encounter between a mainly agricultural society and the German attempt to rationalize and modernize it. Such an alienation process occurred through a three-part track. On the one hand, the beginning of the war and the German occupation regime changed the spatial and visual coordinates of self-perception. Homeland, which Lithuanian ethnos earlier associated with a particular natural and economic environment and visually embodied peasant values, became transformed into the spatial and temporal expression of otherness. On the other hand, the German occupation regime became associated with an increasing sense of disorder and irrationality expressing the presence of inconceivable otherness within the homeland.
